SAMPLE Infant Food Policy
Our agency has been approved to participate in the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP).  Annually we are required to submit an application for renewal, and every three years the CACFP conducts an on-site audit

Our Center is reimbursed to help with the cost of serving nutritious meals.  For us to be reimbursed, our meals must meet CACFP guidelines for children and infants and be documented by completing daily attendance records, food production records, menus and infant meal records.  

Attached please find copies of the Child and Adult Care Food Program (Child Care Component) Infant Meal Record that our teachers must complete every day. Also included is a CACFP Infant Meal Pattern - Birth through 11 Months which explains other requirements.
Please note the components that must be offered for Breakfast, Lunch/Supper and Snack for the different age groups in our care.   If we do not offer the specific components, we can not claim reimbursement.

To meet the CACFP nutrition requirements, we will only provide iron-fortified formula, iron-fortified infant cereal and 1st and 2nd baby food.  Many of the 3rd baby foods are combination dinners or desserts and do not meet the nutrition requirements and are not reimbursable meals.  
However, if your child is developmentally ready, we will give you a copy of our current menu and ask you to highlight what you’d like us to start introducing to your child.  We have an electric baby food chopper (mini food processor) to prepare your baby’s food.  This allows us to offer meat/meat alternate, or any fruits and vegetables on our menu that meet the nutrition requirements.  
Included with the enrollment forms is an Intake Information Form for your child with information including their current feeding schedule.   To continue communication and make sure we meet your child’s needs, we ask you to make note on your child’s daily sheet if there are any changes in your child’s eating schedule, amounts, or food items we should offer your child.
Please let your child’s teacher know what food item to introduce first, second and so on.  When your child has been introduced to and tolerates all fruits, vegetables and cereals, our teachers will alternate food items throughout the week.  

We will document what your child ate on the Daily Sheet.

In accordance with Federal Law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call toll free (866) 632-9992 (Voice).  Individuals who are hearing impaired or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish).   USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

